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I speak in the name of Jesus the Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to the 

glory of God the Father.  

O God. Who makest us glad with the yearly expectation of the birth of thine 

only Son Jesus Christ, Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our Redeemer, 

so we may with sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our 

judge. Who liveth and reighneth with thy Son and the Holy Ghost, ever one 

God, world without end. Amen. 

Do you believe in Angels? 

Many years ago, a Doctor by the name of S.W. Mitchell, went to bed after a 

very tiring day. Suddenly, he was awakened by someone knocking on his door. 

Opening it, he found a little girl poorly dressed and deeply upset. She told him 

that her mother was very sick and asked him if he would please come with her. 

It was a bitterly cold, snowy night and although he was bone tired, Dr Mitchell 

dressed and followed the girl.  

The doctor found the mother very ill with pneumonia. After arranging medical 

care, he complimented the sick woman on the intelligence and persistence of 

her little daughter. The woman looked at him strangely and then said, “My 

daughter died a month ago.” She added, “Her shoes and coat are in the clothes 

closet there.”  

Dr Mitchell, amazed and perplexed, went to the closet and opened the door. 

There hung the very coat worn by the little girl who had brought him to tend 

her mother. It was warm and dry and could not possibly have been out in the 

winter night. 

Why preach about angels on Christmas Eve, you might be thinking? 

Well, in the Gospel reading of Luke this evening, we read about the angels 

multiple times in the Advent Story, yet how much attention do we ever pay to 

the role of angels in the Gospel Story or indeed, our very own lives? 



Angels are mentioned no less than 300 times in the Bible, yet it is very seldom 

that we include the idea of angels in our daily personal narrative! Why would 

this be? Are we perhaps bias against the idea of super powers within the 

Christian Kingdom of God? 

Let us take a moment this evening and unpack the idea of what angels are and 

the role that they play in our lives. I do believe that once we understand more 

about what angels do for us and God, the richer we will be as Christians and as 

pilgrims travelling towards the Cross of Christ. 

John Calvin, as famous theologian once wrote that, “Angels are the dispensers 

and administrators of the divine beneficence towards us. They regard our 

safety, undertake our defence, direct our ways, and exercise a constant 

solicitude that no evil befall us.” 

Martin Luther once said, “An angel is a spiritual creature without a body 

created by God for the service of Christendom and the Church.” 

The Bible teaches us that Angels intervene in the affairs of the nations. God 

often uses them to execute judgement on nations. They guide, comfort and 

provide for the people of God in the midst of suffering and persecution.  

Can we see Angels? 

Yes and no. 

We need to understand that Angels belong to a uniquely different dimension 

of creation, which we, limited in the natural order, can scarcely comprehend. 

The best way I can explain this is the idea that Carl Sagan used when he tried 

to explain the fourth dimension of time. Imagine for a moment that you are 

able to see 360* around you but not up. Then one day a ball lands in front of 

you. You have absolutely no idea where the ball came from! It just appeared in 

front of you, as you were unable to look up and thus excluded from that 

dimension. In a similar way, angels operate in a dimension that we are unable 

to access. Yet, there are those who have witnessed or experienced an angel in 

their lives. They are the lucky ones and we encourage them to share their 

stories with us. 



Many years ago, there was a young student at theological college who was 

very tired and snowed under with the academic pressures of the day. He 

decided to take a nap one Saturday afternoon in his residential room. Whilst 

sleeping, he faintly heard the door open, a person walk up to him and lay a 

hand on his forehead saying a short prayer. The young student continued to 

sleep assuming that this was one of his colleagues who had just laid hands on 

him. The young student then went to his colleague the next day and thanked 

him for coming to his room and praying for him. The colleague replied, “I don’t 

know what you are talking about?” 

The young student then realised that it was an angel. 

That young student was me. 

God has given angels higher knowledge, power and mobility than us. These are 

God’s messengers whose chief business is to carry out His orders in the world. 

He has designated and empowered them as holy deputies to perform works of 

righteousness. 

What about you? 

Are you a believer? 

If you are a believer, expect powerful angels to accompany you in your life 

experiences.  

I wish I had the power to show you how angels are around us all the time. 

Imagine for a moment that I was able to design a pair special 4D angel 

identifying glasses. Imagine for a moment that I was able to hand out a pair of 

these special glasses to every single person sitting here tonight. 

What would you see once you put the glasses on? 

I will tell you. 

Each of you has an angel with you right now. 

I had a vision last night as I reflected upon this message. I donned a pair of 

special 4D angel identifying glasses in my dreams and I was astounded what I 

saw! Along the sides of the church, down the aisles, were all your personal 



angels, hovering, at the end of the pews, waiting patiently for you and for the 

service to be over. The vision was powerful and uplifting. I berated myself for 

taking so long to understand the power of angels in our lives. 

Who is your angel? 

Are you aware of your angel? 

Do you have a relationship with your angel? 

Do you pray for your angel? 

Do you thank your angel for all that they do for you on a daily basis? 

So tonight, as we wait in expectation for the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

all that He means to the world in terms of hope, love, peace, joy and salvation, 

we are reminded of how the world is poised in anticipation of this pivotal and 

life changing event. The birth of Christ remains a watershed moment for 

Christians around the world, as we are reminded of how a poor family is able 

to be chosen as the family to bring good news to the world. God knew that the 

birth of His Son, Jesus, was a crucial event that needed guidance and 

protection. Who did he choose to oversee the events?  

Angels. 

God entrusted His angels with the birth of His Son. He knew that he could 

count on them to keep Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus safe and sound during and 

after the nativity. If the angels were entrusted by God to oversee the nativity 

of Jesus and all that this means for the world going forward, how much more 

then should we be trusting the angels in our own lives? 

Right from Luke 2:9, “An angel of the Lord appeared to them...” This angel told 

the party not to be scared, as the angel was the bearer of good news.  

Again, in Luke 2: 13, “Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 

with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace to men on whom his favour rests.’” 

The angels oversee a lot more than we realise in the Gospel. They remain loyal, 

consistent, responsible and authoritative. The angels are holy and empowering 

of the Kingdom of God. Our role as Christians is to give thanks to God for all 



that they do, acknowledge them in our own lives and finally, do our best to 

support their cause. 

This evening, and in a while we shall all wish each other Happy Christmas, we 

are celebrating the birth of a child into a world who made a difference. Jesus 

was born into this world, with the help of angels, in order to give humankind a 

way out of sin and darkness. There is always place for more light and hope in a 

world that can sometimes be sad and full of despair.  

Let us too, remember our role in the nativity story. We, along with each other, 

are called by Christ to continually take up the challenge of taking the birth of 

Jesus and all that this means for the world, into the world. This is no mean 

feat. However, God does not expect us to do this alone! 

He gives each and every single one of us a powerful secret weapon. 

He gives us our own personal angel. 

Let us pray: 

My good Angel, Thou comest from heaven; God has sent thee to take care of 

me. Oh, shelter me under thy wings. Lighten my path, direct my steps. Do not 

leave me, stay quite near me and defend me against the spirit of evil. But 

above all come to my help in the last struggle of my life. Deliver my soul so that 

with thee it may praise, love and contemplate the goodness of God forever 

and ever. 

 

Amen 

 

 


