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The Trustees of this simple and 
commodious Edifice, having announced 
by Advertisement in the public Papers, 
that the opening of the church on 
Sunday, the 16th, a large and highly 
r e s p ec t ab le  co n g re ga t i on  w as 
assembled soon after 11 o’clock.  His 
Excellency the Governor, accompanied 
by Lady D’Urban, Miss D’Urban and the 
Officers of His Excellency’s Staff, 
arrived about half-past 11, and was 
received at the door by the Trustees, 
wh ose  j ud i c i ous  a r rangement s 
prevented the occurrence of the least 
confusion. 
 

The      Services,          conducted by 
the       Senior Colonial Chaplain, 
assisted by the Rev. Mr. Judge, were 
most devout and appropriate, and 

similar, we understand, to those 
observed at the opening of the new 
Churches at Islington, a, few years 
ago, when the present pious and 
excellent Bishop of Calcutta was 
vicar of that parish. 
�

A stanza of Bishop Ken's Morning 
Hymn was first sung, in a very 
pleasing manner, by several 
amateurs from Cape Town.  The 
Clergy and Trustees then walked in 
procession down the Church and 
back, alternately repeating the 24th 
Psalm.   Proper Psalms and Lessons, 
and an Epistle and Gospel suitable for 
the occasion, were introduced in the 
course of the usual Morning Service 
instead of those appointed for the day 
in the Book of Common Prayer. 
 

The Sermon was preached by the 
Senior Colonial Chaplain, who 
selected for his text. Genesis 
XXVIII parts of the 16th and 17th 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
verses: “Surely the Lord is in this 
Place: This is none other but the 
House of God; and this is the Gate 
of Heaven.” 
 

From these words the reverend 
gentleman took a short historical 
view of the erection of Houses, 
separated from profane and 
common uses, for the public 
worship of Almighty God: spoke 
with much earnestness of the 
usefulness of social prayer and 
praise, in the Sanctuary of the 
Lord 's  Day,  especial ly  wi th 
reference to the moral and 
religious habits of the mass of the 
people, in the present actual state 
of civilisation and knowledge, and 
concluded by applying his subject 
to the occasion, and by making a 
brief but emphatic appeal to his 
hearers on behalf of the Church 
funds. The collection at the door 
after Service, was, we hear, 
exceedingly handsome, and more 
than the most sanguine had 
ventured to anticipate. 
   “We cannot conclude our notice 
of the proceedings of the day 
without congratulating the first 
projectors of the Building and the 
Trustees upon the successful 
termination of their exertions. We 
have no doubt but that the new 
Church wi l l 
prove a great 
blessing, as it 
is now an 
ornament, to 
the delightful 
V i l l a g e  o f 
R o n d e b o s c h 
a n d  i t s 
i m m e d i a t e 
neighbourhood. 
Not only the 
friends of the 
E p i s c o p a l 
C o m m u n i o n , 
b u t  e v e r y 
e n l i g h t e n e d 
Philanthropist, 
whatever be 
his particular 
C h r i s t i a n 
denomination, 
must rejoice in 
the erection of 
such structures 
a s  a n 
i n s t r u m e n t a l 
means for dif-

fusing the principles of all sound 
religion and virtue, and we believe 
that our much-respected Governor, 
under whose sanction and in whose 
presence this Edifice has now been 
dedicated to the Glory of God and 
the good of man, will continue to 
encourage by all reasonable aid and 
as far as circumstances will allow, 
the endeavours of liberal and 
benevolent individuals, to provide, 
by multiplying places of Public 
Worship, for the supply of the 
spiritual wants of all classes of the 
inhabitants of a Colony confessedly 
and rapidly advancing in population, 
in commercial activity and in social 
importance." 
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During a conference on religion and 
peace, a Protestant minister came up 
to me toward the end of one of our 
meals together and said, "Are you a 
grateful person?" I was surprised. I 
was eating slowly, and I thought to 
myself Yes, I am a grateful person. 
The minister continued, "If you are 
really grateful, how can you not 
believe in God? God has created 
everything we enjoy, including the food 
we eat. Since you do not believe in 
God, you are not grateful for anything." 
I thought to myself, I feel extremely 
grateful for everything. Every time I 
touch food, whenever I see a flower, 
when I breathe fresh air, I always feel 
grateful. Why would he say that I am 
not? I had this incident in mind many 
years later when I proposed to friends 
at Plum Village that we celebrate a 
Buddhist Thanksgiving Day every 
year. On that day, we practice real 
gratitude -thanking our mothers, 
fathers, ancestors, friends, and all 
beings for everything. If you meet that 
Protestant minister, I hope you will tell 
him that we are not ungrateful. We feel 
deeply grateful for everyone and 
everything. 
�
����� F*����-��E� ��/�� ��� ��� ��1�����
��������*� ��� �������G� � ���� ����(���
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�������� ��� 41��� ���� ��1��� ���� �����
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���+�� ����� ;����+���7���� ���*����-��� -���
����*� 4��� ����*� ����-��5� ��� ���� (�������
������� 1������� ��� ��*� ��� ���
������+��+������
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H��� ���+�� ����� ;���� ����� (������� ��
����"�*�/��*� ���� 1����� F�������0�
-�����0� ��+������� -������� ���� ���� ����*�E�
���� ����"���4��� ������ 1����� *��������� ���
��(������� �>� ����5�� � ���+�� ����� ;����
*���������������
Every time we eat a, meal, gratitude is 
our practice. We are grateful for being 
together as a community. We are 
grateful that we have food to eat, and 
we really enjoy the food and the 
presence of each other. We feel grateful 
throughout the meal and throughout the 
day, and we express this by being fully 
aware of the food and living every 
moment deeply. This is how I try to 
express my gratitude to all of life. 
�
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