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AN ADVENT PROCESSION OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

Sunday 29th November 2009 at 7pm 
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When the angel came secretly to the Virgin in her 
room, soothing the maiden's fear, he said: "Hail! 
Hail, Queen of virgins. While yet untouched by 
man you shall conceive and bear the Lord of 
heaven and earth, salvation for mankind. 
You have become the gate of heaven, a remedy 
for sins." 
"How can I conceive, since I have not known a 
man? How can I break the vow 
I made with firm intent?" "The grace of the Holy 
Spirit shall bring all this to pass. Fear not, but 
rejoice, secure in the knowledge that pure chastity 
shall remain yours through God's mighty power." 
To this the noble Virgin replied, saying: 
"I am the lowly handmaiden of Almighty God. 
I bend my will to you, O celestial messenger, 
who share so great a mystery, and I long to see 
performed what I now hear. I am ready to yield 
myself to God's design." 
 
Ah, mother of the Lord, who gave back peace to 
angels and mankind when you bore Christ, pray 
your son to be gracious to us, and wipe away our 
sins, granting us aid to enjoy a blessed life 
after this exile. 
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People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the guest, is on the way. 
 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
That in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

Birds, though ye long have ceased to build, 
Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 
God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the bird, is on the way. 
 
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the star, is on the way. 

Angels, announce to man and beast 
He who cometh from the east. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Lord, is on the way.�
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